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PREFACE. 


Two  outbreaks  of  a most  fatal  epidemic  having  visited 
England  during  the  comparatively  short  space  of 
eighteen  years,  it  would  be  very  strange  if  the 
minds  of  men  had  not  been  seriously  bent  towards  the 
elucidation  of  its  causes.  Such,  indeed,  has  been  the 
case ; but  however  various  and  incongruous  the  opinions 
and  theories  wliich  have  been  propounded  regarding 
Cholera,  this  much  alone  has  incontestibly  been  proved : 
— that  the  “ fairness  of  a very  large  proportion  of  the 
“homes  of  England”  is  a fiction  of  the  poets,  and,  in 
plain  prose,  they  are  a disgrace  to  our  land,  and  a 
scourge  to  our  species. 

I have  watched  the  progress  of  Cholera  in  1832  and 
in  1849;  I have  availed  myself  of  documents  which 
have  come  into  my  possession  by  hundreds  ; and  I have 
convinced  myself  that,  amid  all  our  boasted  civilization, 
and  the  giant  marches  with  which  we  have  advanced  in 
science  and  in  art,  we  have  yet  to  learn  our  first  lesson 
in  the  Rtudy  of  human  vitality. 

When  preparing  my  work  on  Cholera,*  my  attention 
was  forcibly  drawn  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  London, 

• “ Cholera  and  its  Cures;  an  Historical  Sketch.” 
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and  while  exploring  the  neighbourhood  which  is  now 
proposed  to  be  converted  into  the  Central  Cattle  Market 
of  the  metropolis,  I was  much  struck  with  its  narrow 
and  unhealthy  streets,  its  polluted  courts  and  loath- 
some alleys ; and  now  that  I liave  informed  myself 
as  to  the  real  character  of  the  proposal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  London  for  the  improvement  of  this  part 
of  the  Metropolis,  I am  induced  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  for  the  consideration  of  the  public, 
from  the  conviction  that  much  misrepresentation  has 
gone  abioad,  and  that  much  misunderstanding  prevails 
regarding  it.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  City 
authorities  intend  to  continue  Smithfield  as  a Cattle 
Market  on  its  present  site,  and  still  surrounded  by  all 
the  abominations  which  have  recently  become  so  noto- 
rious ; and  it  has  been  broadly  insinuated  that,  having 
a pecuniary  interest  in  the  perpetuation  of  this  monster 
nuisance,  the  City  Authorities  evince  a disposition  to 
sacrifice  to  their  own  selfish  interests,  the  health  and 
safety  of  them  fellow-citizens.  This  view  of  the  case  I 
believe  to  be  utterly  unfounded  ; and  I feel  assured,  that 
a fair  and  candid  perusal  of  the  following  panes  will 
convince  all  who  love  truth,  that  the  Corporation 
have  been  actuated  by  praiseworthy  and  philanthropic 
motives ; and  that  the  plan  they  propose  is  the  best 
that  can  be  adopted  for  the  health  and  convenience  of 
the  metropolis. 


7,  Nottinoiiam-flace,  Reoent’s-park, 
March,  1851. 


J.  S.  B. 


THE  NEW  CATTLE  MARKET. 


When  a medical  man  quits  the  regular  routine — the 
hackneyed  road  of  professional  duties,  to  complain  of 
the  hygienic  conditions  of  a people,  and  to  advocate 
certain  sanitary  precautions,  he  may  be  expected  to  offer 
some  apology  for  departing  from  what  are  supposed  to  be 
his  more  immediate  pursuits.  But  I must  assert  for  my 
professional  avocations  that  high  claim  which  includes 
among  their  legitimate  objects,  the  preservation  of  life, 
no  less  than  the  cure  of  disease.  Nor  would  I strictly 
confine  myself  to  the  physical,  as  necessarily  separated 
from  the  moral  welfare  of  mankind  ; for  I am  convinced 
we  cannot  neglect  the  one  without  injury  to  the  other. 

These  few  words  will  explain  the  reasons  why  I ven- 
ture to  consider  the  moral  and  hygienic  questions  relating 
to  the  New  Central  Cattle  Market  proposal  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  London ; and  I hope  to  convince  the  reader 
that  subjects  such  as  these  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  studies  of  the  medical  man,  and  are  alike  interesting 
to  the  profession  and  to  the  public. 
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It  is  no  longer  a debatcable  subject,  whether  or  not 
Smithfield  Market,  as  it  at  present  exists,  is  a nuisance. 
It  lias  been  condemned  by  a Commission  appointed 
by  the  Crown;*  society  generally  repudiates  it;  even 

* Although  the  Commissioners  join  with  the  Corporation  in  con- 
demning the  existing  Market  of  Smithfield,  they  warmly  eulogise  the 
project  of  the  Corporation  for  re-constructing  it.  They  say  : — “ The 
plan  which  we  have  described  has  been  conceived  in  a liberal  and 
comprehensive  spirit,  and  it  has  been  prepared  with  a sincere  view  of 
removing  all  the  evils  in  Smithfield  Market  which  are  not  inseparable 
from  a situation  within  the  City.  It  appears  also  to  us,  so  far  as  we 
are  competent  judges  upon  such  a matter,  to  be  framed  with  much 
practical  skill  and  ingenuity  in  its  arrangements.  It  proposes  entirely 
to  change  the  site  of  Newgate  Market,  and  also,  with  the  exception  of 
one  acre,  to  change  the  site  of  Smithfield  Market ; substantially,  there- 
fore, it  provides  two  new  Markets.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  plan, 
which  the  Markets  Improvement  Committee  have,  deliberately,  and 
after  a careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  pro- 
posed, would  effect  a great  improvement,  as  compared  with  the  existing 
Market,  and  that  if  the  changes  which  they  recommend  were  adopted, 
a decided  amelioration  in  the  approaches  to  both  Markets,  in  the 
accommodations  for  the  sale  both  of  the  animals  and  the  dead  meat, 
and  in  the  general  facilities  for  traffic,  would  be  effected.” — Report, 

p.  20. 

The  two  Commissioners  who  differ  from  their  colleagues  on  some 
points,  not  only  warmly  eulogise  the  Corporate  scheme,  but  recom- 
mend it  for  adoption.  They  observe  : — “ We  have,  therefore,  carefully 
examined  and  considered  the  plan  and  model  of  a new  Market  and 
other  requisites,  which  have  been  laid  before  us  by  the  Markets 
Improvement  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  London  in  such  full 
detail.  They  appear  to  be  conceived  in  a liberal  and  Comprehensive 
spirit,  to  be  prepared  with  a sincere  view  of  removing  the  existing 
evils,  and  framed  with  much  practical  skill  and  ingenuity  in  the  arrange- 
ments, after  deliberation  and  careful  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  In  our  humble  opinion,  the  adoption  of  this  plan  would 
effect  a great  public  improvement  and  decided  amelioration  in  the 
approaches  to  both  the  proposed  Markets — in  the  accommodation  for 
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some  of  those  pecuniarily  interested  in  its  preservation 
are  opposed  to  it ; while  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London  acknowledge  its  evils.  But  it  deserves  parti- 
cular attention,  that  the  latter  body,  while  confessing 
the  nuisance,  do  what  other  complainants  have  not  done  : 
they  propose  feasible  remedial  measures; — measures 
which  they  have  the  will  and  the  power  to  effect ; which 
none  could  carry  out  so  well  as  they ; and  which,  in  their 
adoption,  necessarily  originate  immense  and  immediate 
improvements  that,  otherwise , could  not  be  effected  in  a 
long  series  of  years. 

It  is  very  natural  to  urge  that  the  City  authorities  are 
deeply  interested  parties;  that,  having  enjoyed  from 
time  immemorial,  the  proceeds  of  what  is  now  deemed  a 
nuisance,  they  should  wish  to  perpetuate  it,  although  with 
some  semblance  of  improvement.  But  it  must  strike 
anv  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the  present  area  of 
Smithfield,  that  so  far  as  the  City  is  concerned,  the  Cor- 
poration might  with  advantage  abandon  their  cattle 
market,  and  create  on  its  area  a property  vastly  more 
productive — a centre  for  commercial  pursuits,  which 
would  return  a much  greater  rental  to  their  treasury  than 
they  now  receive  from  the  market  tolls.  Tills,  however, 
advantageous  as  it  would  be,  the  Corporation  do  not  pro- 
pose. They  appear  to  think — and  the  evidence  before 


the  sale  of  the  live  animals  in  Smithfield — and  the  dead  meat — as  well 
as  improved  facilities  for  the  traffic  and  trade  of  London  generally. 

“ Under  these  circumstances,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  advising  the 
adoption  of  this  measure.” — Report , p.  26. 
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the  Parliamentary  Commission  warrants  them  in  think- 
ing—that  a central  position  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
fhe  adequate  supply  of  animal  food  for  two  millions  and 
a half  of  people.  While  they  ensure  this  desideratum, 
and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  vested  interests  of 
many  private  individuals,  they  come  forward  with  a pro- 
posal which  they  can  alone  effect— with  improvements 
which  can  emanate  from  no  other  body— with  benefits 
which  they,  and  only  they,  can  supply. 

Let  us,  then,  examine  whether  their  proposal  will  tend 
to  the  improvement  of  the  City— whether  it  will  do  away 
with  palpable  and  acknowledged  nuisances,  destructive 
alike  to  health  of  body  and  of  mind — -whether  it  will 
create  benefits  not  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  whether  Par- 
liament, observing  a due  regard  to  the  health  of  their 


constituents,  and  to  the  exigencies  of  trade,  may  safely 
adopt  the  scheme  they  have  proposed. 

I am  much  inclined  to  think  that  the  public  are  not 
aware  that  the  Corporation  propose  to  remove  the  Cattle 
Market  altogether  from  its  present  site.  What  is  now 
called  Smithfield,  so  far  as  the  sale  of  cattle  is  concerned, 
Avill  be  no  longer  applied  to  such  a purpose.  The  nui- 
sance is  admitted,  and  the  Corporation  give  it  up.  But 
what,  then,  do  they  propose  ? Nothing  less  than  to  take 
an  immense  area,  bounded  by  Smithfield-bars  on  the 
east,  Victoria-street  on  the  west,  Cowcross-strcet  on  the 
north,  and  Snow-hill  on  the  south,  and  to  occupy  the  site 
(see  Plan  I.),  larger  than  the  wide  area  of  Lincoln’s  Inn- 
fields,  with  a New  Market,  altogether  excluded  from  pas- 
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senger  traffic,  and  containing  such  means  and  appliances 
as  are  not  only  essential  to  the  comfort  of  human  beings, 
but  calculated  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  cattle, 
and  exempt  them  from  the  notorious  tortures  and  less 
palpable  cruelties  to  which  they  are  now,  from  want  of 
space,  necessarily  exposed.* 

* The  following  are  the  advantages  which  the  Corporation  seek  the 
powers  to  realize,  as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus  of  the  City  of  London 
Markets  Association,  a large  and  powerful  body  of  the  trade  com- 
bined to  carry  out  these  objects  : — “ To  maintain  in  the  City  of 
London,  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens,  a trade  turning  £8,000,000 
sterling  annually ; to  clear  twelve  acres  of  ground,  now  occupied  by 
trades  offensive  to  the  senses  and  prejudicial  to  health,  the  haunts  of 
immorality  and  pauperism,  and  to  substitute  for  this  (probably  the 
worst  district  in  the  metropolis  in  a sanitary  point  of  view)  an  open 
space  larger  than  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  occupied  only  two  nights  in  the 
week  ; to  abolish  on  this  site,  and  on  the  site  of  Newgate  Market,  no 
less  than  eighty -nine  known  and  admitted  nuisances  ; to  remove  all 
excuse  in  future  for  coercion  and  cruelty,  by  enlarging  the  area  of 
the  Cattle  Market,  so  as  to  afford  ample  standing-room  for  the  largest 
market  ever  held ; to  take  powers  for  preventing  the  Sunday  evening 
desecration,  by  altering  the  days  of  the  market ; to  obviate  entirely 
the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  cattle  passing  through  the  streets 
in  the  day  time,  by  closing  the  market  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing; to  withdraw  the  market  from  all  existing  thoroughfares,  and 
to  exclude  all  general  traffic  by  enclosing  it;  to  construct  it  on 
an  inclined  plane,  with  an  abundant  head  of  water  for  supplying 
the  cattle  and  flushing  the  market  the  moment  it  is  closed;  to 
convey  the  washings  of  the  market  and  other  .refuse  into  the  inter- 
cepting sewer  of  the  Metropolitan  Commissioners,  which  passes 
within  400  yards  of  the  proposed  site,  and  discharges  itself  into  the 
kssex  Marshes ; to  construct  extensive  public  abattoirs,  under  the 
police  inspection,  which  will  gradually  supersede  the  few  slaughter- 
houses which  the  improvement  will  leave  in  the  vicinity ; to  abolish 
altogether  and  immediately  all  under-ground  slaughtering ; to  clear 
awaj  the  nuisance  of  Newgate  Market  from  Ncwgatc-strcet  and 
f aternoster-row,  and  to  carry  its  business  entirely  to  a site  adjoining 
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Our  first  iuquiry,  then,  is  : What  is  the  present  aspect 
of  this  area,  which  it  is  proposed  to  destroy  for  the 
purposes  of  a New  Cattle  Market? 

From  intimate  knowledge  and  personal  observation, 
I am  enabled  to  assert,  that  if  the  City  had  pitched 
upon  the  swamps  of  Essex,  or  the  malarious  district 
of  Jacob’s  Island,  they  would  still  have  left  unim- 
proved a far  worse  district.  Without  actual  inspec- 
tion, it  is  difficult  to  believe  the  half  that  may  be 
told  of  its  loathsomeness  and  squalor.  In  some  parts, 
it  is  one  huge  brothel  ; in  other  parts,  a pile  of 
thieves’  caravanseries  ; in  others,  are  warehouses  of 
stolen  goods  and  manufactories  of  decomposing  poisonous 
food  ; while  the  tout  ensemble  is  the  very  sink  of  nauseat- 
ing stench  and  putridity,  demoralisation,  and  crime. 

But  the  reader  must  not  be  satisfied  with  this  general 
description.  Convinced  of  the  misery,  disease,  and 
physical  and  moral  death  entailed  on  the  industrious 
class  of  our  population  by  this  nucleus  of  filth  and 
obscenity,  the  growth  of  centuries,  in  justice  to  all  I 
will  attempt  to  enumerate  some  portion  of  what  may  be 
seen,  leaving  the  reader  to  judge  of  conditions  carefully 

the  proposed  cattle  market  in  Victoria-street ; to  provide,  upon  the 
abandoned  site  of  Smithfield,  lodging-houses  for  the  poor  who  will  be 
displaced,  also  baths  and  wash-houses,  and  the  reservoir  and  fountain 
for  the  supply  of  the  cattle  and  cleansing  of  the  market ; to  effect 
these  objects  so  far  as  the  public  market  is  concerned  by  an  increased 
toll,  amounting  to  scarcely  more  than  a farthing  on  eighty  pounds  of 
meat,  the  Corporation  effecting  all  the  other  public  objects  on  their 
own  responsibility  and  on  their  own  resources.” 
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hidden  from  public  gaze  with  a jealousy  which  at  once 
proclaims  their  character. 

The  nuisances  I speak  of  have  been  of  such  long 
standing,  that  their  very  perpetuation  is  evidence  that 
the  public  are  ignorant  of  their  existence  ; and  while  the 
philanthropist  mourns  over  a demoralised  population  and 
decimated  infantile  life,  I yet  fear  he  often  remains  in 
almost  sinful  ignorance  of  the  natural  causes  in  which 
both  originate. 

I will  first  enumerate  what  may  be  mildly  termed 
“ objectionable  ” localities  in  the  area  I have  mentioned. 
These  are  : — Sharpe ’s-alley,  Bowling-street,  Cock-square, 
Garden-court,  Red  Lion-alley,  Love-court,  Lockwood  s- 
court,  Glasshouse-court,  Three  Pigeon-court,  Fox  and 
Knot-court,  White  Horse-court,  Paradise-court,  Castle- 
street. 

In  these  several  places  exist  the  following  offensive 
nuisances — in  Plan  No.  I.,  they  are  indicated  by  the 
dark  shade  : — 


Horse  Slaughterers 2 

Offensive  Slaughterers  2 
Common  Slaughterers  6 

Oil  Factory 1 

Cat  and  Rabbit  Fur 
Dressers 2 


Cat-gut  Factories  3 

Bladder  Blowers 8 

General  Nuisances 13 

Doubtful  Shops 20 


57 


Thus,  by  the  above  statement,  we  have,  on  this  plot 
of  ground,  and  only  so  far  as  unauthorised  inspection  can 
determine,  thirteen  objectionable  localities,  abounding 
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iii  the  most  abject  pauperism,  immorality,  and  offensive* 
ness  ; and  not  less  than  fifty-seven  direct  nuisances. 

But  let  the  reader  visit  Sharpe’s-alloy,  extending 
some  450  feet  from  West-street  to  Cow  Cross-street, 
and  about  200  feet  in  another  direction.  Here  he 
will  find  three  slaughter-houses — those  of  Atcheler,  Ford, 
and  Lansdown  ; Venables’  common  slaughter  - house  ; 
Tracey’s  cat-gut  manufactory ; Edwards’  cat-gut  manu- 
factory ; a bladder-blower ; marine  store-shops  and  rag 
warehouses ; while  to  the  west  of  this  putrescent 
locality  is  Cock-square,  a space  of  ground  occupied  by 
various  curers,  or  dressers  of  animal  interiors.  Here 
bladders  and  intestines  are  prepared  for  different  pur- 
poses ; here  cat-gut  manufacturers,  bladder-blowers,  and 
other  lethal  trades  luxuriate ; while  filth — the  slime  and 
oftal  of  the  factory — generates  noxious  smells,  and  death- 
bearing gases,  polluting  the  air  of  the  whole  vicinity. 

In  the  lower  part  of  Bowling-street,  and  occupying  a 
great  portion  of  that  sink  of  all  uncleanliness — the 
Fleet-ditch  being  exposed  * — five  or  six  entrail-dealers 
are  also  located;  while  one  habitation,  if  a dilapidated 
mass  of  building  materials  can  be  so  designated,  is  used 
for  dressing  and  preparing  tripe  for  the  supply  of  a 
large  shop  in  Sharpe’s-alley.  This  suspicious  article  of 
human  food — this  doubtful  tripe — I saw  lying  scattered 

* The  Fleet-ditch  since  the  year  1735  has  been  covered  in,  so  far 
as  it  is  situated  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City,  and  now  consti- 
tutes the  Fleet-sewer.  It  certainly  reflects  no  credit  upon  the  county 
or  metropolitan  jurisdiction  that  it  should  to  tliis  day  remain  open  and 
exposed  in  this  neighbourhood. 
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about  in  heaps  on  the  floor  of  a small  apartment,  once 
the  sitting  - room  of  a family ; and  as  I passed  to 
the  back-yard,  descending  by  a steep  declivity  to  the 
ditch,  it  was  quite  impossible  to  avoid  treading  in  the 
ordure  and  filth  with  which  the  ground  was  both  satu- 
rated and  covered,  and  mingled  with  the  tripe  so 
soon  to  be  sold  for  human  sustenance.  There  was  an 
utter  absence  of  all  appliances  for  wasliing  and  cleansing 
the  entrails  of  which  tripe  is  manufactured,  and  the  only 
reasonable  supposition  was,  that  the  Fleet-ditch,  which 
at  that  spot,  dark  and  polluted,  rolls  down  a torrent  of 
liquid  filth,  answered  the  double  purpose  of  wasliing  the 
tripe,  and  receiving  the  ordure. 

Another  horse-slaughterer’s  yard  crowns  this  abomina- 
tion; while  in  Castle-street  there  is  an  “oil  manufac- 
turer,” but  more  correctly  designated  by  the  unwashed 
as  a “ trotter’s  yard.”  On  the  great  extent  of  ground  it 
occupies,  the  hoofs  of  horses  and  of  oxen  lie  strewed, 
mingled  with  heaps  of  bones,  dry  and  moist,  emitting 
effluvia  which  only  such  putrescent  materials  can  exhale. 
Not  fir  from  this  is  a dust-yard,  the  receptacle  of  the 
offal  of  such  a neighbourhood ; while  under  the  shadow 
of  its  mountain  heaps,  may  at  night  be  discovered  half- 
savage men  and  women,  carousing  and  blaspheming 
around  cauldrons  teeming  with  unblessed  food.  Some 
miserable  habitations,  of  more  certain  than  ambiguous 
character,  abut  upon  this  yard  ; and,  turning  the  corner, 
the  vast  dustyard  again  branches  out  into  another  large 
neighbourhood,  affording  a refuge  for  foreigners  of  the 
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lowest  class,  who  here  vegetate,  and  nightly  hold  their 
so-called  fraternal  assemblies. 

In  Sand-yard,  full  of  the  most  loathsome  hovels,  used 
for  various  purposes  difficult  to  specify  with  accuracy, 
another  revolting  spectacle  presents  itself — a hair- 
cleaner’s  offices,  covering  a large  spot,  with  the  most 
filthy  and  death-dealing  exhalations. 

From  Smithfield,  and  extending  to  Victoria-street,  are 
numerous  slaughter-houses,  presenting  the  most  revolting 
scenes,  drenched  with  blood  and  other  abominations  ; 
while  the  inhabitants  of  Greenhill’s-rents — a compara- 
tively clean  locality — complain  that  a slaughter-house, 
which  abuts  upon  them,  renders  the  street  insufferable. 
Red  Lion-alley  also  contains  two  similar  nuisances ; 
it  is  a most  filthy  place,  and  harbours  in  its  dilapidated 
sheds  a host  of  wretched  beings. 

In  Cowcross-street,  and  in  Bowling-street,  extending 
to  the  “ rums  ” in  Victoria-street,  and  in  Fox  and  Knot- 
court,  are  also  slaughter-houses ; the  nuisances  arising 
from  which  are  most  deeply  felt,  even  by  inhabitants  of 
the  lowest  grade.  One  other  manufactory  I must 
describe.  It  is  a cat  and  rabbit  fur-dresser’s  in  Garden- 
court.  I passed  through  a comparatively  decent- 
looking  dwelling-house  into  a back  yard,  in  which  was 
a very  large  shed.  Not  less  than  three  attempts  were 
made  by  me  to  enter  that  very  Pandemonium,  and  when, 
at  last,  having  become  somewhat  acclimated  to  the 
effluvium,  I did  enter,  it  was  some  time  before  I could 
believe  the  evidence  of  my  senses.  Let  the  reader 
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conceive  a large,  dark,  wooden  shed,  flooied  with  dirt^ 
mahogany  dust,  and  around  its  sides  large  tubs,  red  as 
the  floor,  and  about  three  feet  and  a half  high,  in  each 
of  which — twenty-three  in  number — was  a naked  human 
being,  red  as  a Cherokee  Indian,  jumping  in  all  sorts 
of  attitudes ; while  in  the  passage,  between  these  rows 
of  denuded  humanity,  women  were  passing  to  and  fro, 
pursuing  their  loathsome  calling  with  regard  to  cat- 
skins  ! On  inquiry,  we  found  that  these  jumpers  were 
kneading  the  skins  in  butter. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  how  many  shops  in  such  a 
locality  are  devoted  to  the  reception  of  stolen  property. 
To  decide  this,  something  more  than  even  an  official 
inquiry  would  be  necessary  ; but  it  has  been  pretty  well 
determined,  from  our  criminal  records  and  other  sources 
of  information,  that  there  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
small  brokers,  some  of  them  combining  the  cat’s-meat 
trade  with  other  occupations,  about  which  little  doubt 
can  be  entertained. 

In  the  very  centre  of  all  this  crowding  of  human 
beings  is  a space,  open  it  is  true,  but  a full  and 
reeking  churchyard, — so  full,  that  the  parish  has  aban- 
doned it.  This  it  is  proposed  to  pave  over  as  part  of 
the  Cattle  Market. 

It  may  likewise  be  inferred  that,  in  a district  such  as 
this,  there  will  be  found  a mass  of  pauperism,  dege- 
neracy, and  immorality ; but,  bad  as  I expected  to  find 
it,  I confess  I was  not  prepared  for  all  the  dismal 
realities  I met  with.  The  squalor  of  the  hovels  in  which 
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poor  and  degraded  humanity  is  there  destined  to  dwell, 
is  far  beyond  conception  ; and  the  aspect  of  the  wretched 
objects,  as  they  emerge  stealthily  from  their  dens,  indi- 
cates that  the  habits  of  the  occupant  are  in  keeping  with 
the  wretched  character  of  the  abode.  1 entered  some 
of  these  “ dwellings  of  the  poor.”  One,  clean  as  a poor 
and  sickly  wretch  could  make  it,  was  devoted,  the 
lower  part  to  the  family  and  the  upper  part  to  lodgers. 
In  one  room  of  the  upper  story  were  four  beds,  each 
let  at  ikl.  a night  to  a married  couple.  The  slanting 
roof,  reaching  to  within  a foot  of  the  head  of  the  bed, 
was  saturated  with  percolations  from  the  roof ; while 
a window-tax-escape  light  served  to  make  apparent  the 
misery  that  reigned  within. 

Shall  I dwell  on  the  scenes  which  may  there,  and  at 
any  hour  of  the  night,  be  witnessed?  Do  truth  and 
justice  require  that  the  whole  chain  of  circumstances  by 
which,  from  the  first  act  of  what  may  be  truthfully 
termed  infantile  incest,  the  miserable  daughter  of  such 
a people  as  are  here  located,  is  sent  adrift,  an  outcast 
upon  the  world,  to  bear  the  gibes  and  jeers  of  unre- 
lenting society,  and  to  be  relieved  from  her  despair  or 
her  shame  only  by  the  death-bed  agonies  of  the 
withered  prostitute?  Is  society  to  be  moved  to  acts 
of  common  decency  alone  by  the  history  of  the  thief’s 
career  to  the  hulks  or  the  gallows?  Can  it  be  that, 
in  this  age  of  Bible  Societies,  it  is  necessary  to  present 
the  very  extremes  of  guilt  and  woe,  to  incite,  not  to 
extraordinary  effort,  but  to  simple  duty?  If  it  be  so, 
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then  ere  long,  will  a numerous  class — those  who  vege- 
tate in  the  district  I have  described — if  unrooted,  regard 
crime  as  the  title  of  admission  to  what,  in  comparison 
with  those  they  leave,  are  well-appointed  and  wholesome 
dwellings,  although  most  falsely  they  are  termed  prisons ; 
and  the  despair  engendered  in  many  by  the  condition 
to  which  now,  bereft  of  comfort  and  of  hope,  they  are 
exposed,  will  become  an  element  to  nerve  the  arm  to 
crimes  for  which  the  gallows  or  the  hulks  are  void 
of  terror.  Unhappily  the  standard  of  morality  is  low 
enough  among  the  poorer  classes ; and  so  it  must 
continue  while  every  condition  of  their  existence  tends 
to  brutalise  them,  and  to  efface  all  moral  sentiment. 
Is  complaint  made  of  the  irreligion  of  the  masses  ? I 
ask,  in  all  reverence,  in  what  attractive  form  does  a 
God  of  mercy  appear  before  these  outcasts  and  wan- 
derers ? The  light  of  heaven  intercepted  from  them ; 
the  water  of  life  first  heavily  taxed,  and  then  polluted; 
their  food  derived  from  corruption ; their  atmosphere 
impregnated  and  poisoned  by  noxious  gases  and  other 
abominations  ! 

Amidst  scenes  and  privations  such  as  these,  is  it  not  a 
solemn  mocker}'  to  invite  these  people  to  any  form  of 
religious  worship,  recollecting  that  they  must  leave  the 
prayers  and  praises  of  the  Temple,  for  the  brothel  and 
the  den — the  purlieus  of  thieves  and  the  hiding-place  of 
harlots  ? 

It  is  such  a state  of  things  as  the  above  that  the 
City  authorities  propose — not  to  amend,  not  to  modify — 
but  to  abolish,  in  tola , and  “ in  perpetuity.”  I at  once 
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admit  that  some  one  must  be  culpable,  in  having  so 
long  permitted  such  things  to  exist.  In  justice  to  the 
City,  to  the  recently  conferred  sanitary  powers  of  die 
City  Commission,  of  Sewers,  and  to  their  talented  and 
indefatigable  officer  of  health,  Mr.  Simon,  it  should  l>e 
observed,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  abomina 
tions  described  lie  without  their  jurisdiction.  The 
dotted  line  in  the  Plan,  No.  I.,  shows  the  City  s boun- 
dary. When  will  those  without  the  City  take  a lesson 
from  those  within,  and  appoint  Medical  and  Police 
inspectors  to  bring  to  light  such  u hidden  things  < >f 
darkness  5 as  are  here  revealed  ? But  this  is  no  time 
for  quarrelling  or  imputing  blame  ; and  now,  since  two 
mighty  objects  can  at  once  be  effected — one  of  which 
is  to  remove  the  intolerable  nuisance  specified,  even 
though  it  be  done  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  creating 
a New  Cattle  Market— I rejoice  in  the  proposal,  and, 
for  the  sake  of  thousands  that  are  perishing,  demand 
for  the  Corporation  and  from  the  Legislature  a calm 
and  patient  hearing. 

It  is  evident  that,  supposing  the  New  Cattle  Market 
were  to  occupy  the  specified  site,  and  the  objectionable 
buildings  on  its  area  were  thereby  demolished,  the 
various  parties  who  are  unhoused  must  migrate  to  other 
districts.  Tliis  seeming  drawback  I do  not  deny  ; but  of 
this  I am  certain,  that  not  in  a century  could  such  a 
mass  of  infamy  again  be  gathered  on  this  plague-spot 

of  London.* 

* It  is  necessary  here  to  observe  that,  although  existing  nuisances 
cannot  be  removed  except  under  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Corpora^- 


CATTLE  MARKET. 


19 


Moreover,  the  City  does  not  propose  to  rest  contented 
with  the  simple  abolition  of  the  fearful,  the  soul  and 
body  destroying  evils  I have  so  briefly  described — and  I 
have  not  named  a tithe  of  them,  for  Legion  only  numbers 
them.  They  contemplate  many  improvements  ; and 
among  them,  model  lodging-houses,  of  which  I have  yet 
to  speak,  are  to  be  erected. 

The  sanitary  and  moral  aspects  of  the  district,  as  it 
is  proposed  to  be  under  the  alterations  connected  with 
the  Central  Markets  Association,  will  be  best  understood 
by  enumerating  the  objections  to  the  market  as  it  now 
stands,  and  then  detailing  the  means  by  which,  under 
the  new  proposal,  they  will  be  remedied. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
make  inquiries  in  reference  to  Smithfield  Market,  it 
will  be  found  that  although  on  very  many  and 
most  material  points  the  Commission  objects  to  Smith- 
field,  yet,  on  the  whole,  its  judgment  is  given  in  its 
favour.  They  say : “ Smithfield  is  in  the  closest 

proximity  to  the  centre  of  the  business  of  the  metro- 
polis. It  is  accessible  from  the  Pool  and  the  Docks, 
from  which  it  receives  large  supplies.  It  is  close  to  the 
two  great  arterial  lines  of  street  communication  from 


tion,  new  nuisances  cannot  again  settle  down  in  the  “ City.”  They 
are  now  strictly  prohibited.  Neither  can  they  locate  themselves 
within  a certain  distance  of  brick  and  mortar  dwellings — the  Common 
Law  as  regards  the  erection  and  creation  of  nuisances  forming  a com- 
plete bar  to  their  perpetuation  in  such  localities.  Their  existence 
if  prolonged  after  removal  from  their  present  sites,  must  be  earned  on 
in  the  unpeopled  wilderness  of  the  most  distant  suburbs. 
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the  western  suburbs  ; the  one  leading  by  Oxford-street 
and  Holborn,  and  running  in  a north-east  direction 
through  the  market ; the  other  l)y  Piccadilly,  the  Strand, 
and  Fleet-street.  These  great  lines  of  approach  con- 
tinuing eastward  by  Cheapside  and  'Whitechapel,  and 
diverging  into  the  Mile  End-road  and  the  Commercial- 
road.  On  the  south  the  approach  is  now  excellent,  by 
Farringdon-street,  Blackfriars’  Bridge,  and  the  Black- 
friars’-road,  the  thoroughfares  northward  crossing  the 
market  in  two  directions  ; and  to  the  less  densely  popu- 
lated district  on  the  north,  St.  John-street  forms  a 
direct  outlet.  These  great  thoroughfares,  converging  in 
the  direction  of  Smithfield,  render  the  great  market  for 
the  supply  of  the  metropolis  accessible  from  all  parts. 

“ The  advantages  of  this  central  position,  and  of  these 
means  of  access,  are  obvious.  They  offer  conveniences 
to  the  buyers  scattered  over  the  whole  of  the  metropolis, 
as  well  as  for  the  transaction  of  all  the  details  of  general 
business.  The  close  proximity  of  Newgate  Market  is 
another  great  convenience,  and  one  which  many  butchers 
of  extensive  trade  (though  on  this  point  all  do  not  agree) 
consider  indispensable  to  the  transaction  of  their 
business.  The  Post  Office,  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
Lombard-street,  where  the  chief  part  of  the  country 
banking  business  is  carried  on,  are  within  a few  minutes’ 
walk  of  the  market,  and,  from  the  large  ready-money 
transactions  connected  with  it,  the  necessity  for  promptly 
cashing  the  cheques  in  which  the  payments  are  made, 
and  making  the  remittances  to  the  graziers,  form  other 
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grounds  upon  which  the  advantages  of  the  present  site 
are  maintained.” 

In  another  part  of  their  Report,  they  say  what  is 
strangely  inconsistent  with  the  judgment  they  pronounce, 
that  “ the  constant  tenor  of  the  evidence  points  to  the 
superior  convenience  of  one  central  Cattle  Market. 

It  is  fair  to  conclude,  then,  that  so  far  as  the  business 
of  the  market  is  concerned,  the  Commissioners  were 
fully  satisfied  that  Smithfield  was  the  best  locality  that 
could  be  selected  for  such  a purpose.  What,  then,  were 
the  public  objections  which  led  them  to  report  so 
decidedly  against  it? 

These  will  be  best  shown,  with  the  replies  of  the 
Corporation,  in  parallel  columns  : 


Objections. 

1st.  “ The  position  of  the  Mar- 
ket in  the  centre  of  a dense  popu- 
lation, surrounded  by  streets,  and 
in  the  very  focus  of  trade  and 
traffic,  constitutes  its  prominent 
disadvantage.” — Report  of  Com- 
missioners. 


Replies. 

1 . The  Corporation  propose  that 
the  new  Central  Market  shall  be 
entirely  removed  from  these  and 
all  thoroughfares,  and  be  com- 
pletely enclosed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  while  they  effect  this, 
they  will  not  shut  up  any  of  the 
existing  streets,  and  will  secure 
the  additional  advantage  of  demo- 
lishing a neighbourhood  of  some 
fifteen  acres,  abounding  with  in- 
sufferable nuisances  and  a deep 
disgrace  to  a civilized  community. 


2nd.  “ The  inadequacy  of  the  2.  The  Corporation  propose  the 
space  is  attested  by  all  the  wit-  construction  of  a new  Market-place 
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nesses  whom  we  examined  on  the 
subject.”  — Report — and  conse- 
quent cruelty  to  animals. 


3rd.  “The  evils  arising  from 
the  cruelty  necessary  for  forcing 
so  large  a body  of  animals  through 
comparatively  few  and  narrow 
thoroughfares  into  so  confined  a 
space.  ’ ’ — R eport. 

4th.  The  want  of  lairage. 


5th.  That  the  Market  is  at 
present  not  sufficiently  cleanly, 
and  that  the  sewerage  passes  in 
connection  with  house-drains  to 
the  Thames. 


on  an  area  measuring  11}  acres, 
the  present  site  only  covering  0 
acres  15  poles  (two  of  which  are 
public  thoroughfares),  being  an 
additional  space  of  5 acres,  or 
nearly  double  that  of  Smithfield 
as  it  now  stands. 

This  plot  of  ground  is  proposed 
to  be  so  arranged  that  the  animals 
may  be  most  advantageously  ex- 
hibited for  sale,  and  thus  prevent 
the  coercion  now  necessarily  prac- 
tised in  securing  them  in  position. 

3.  The  Corporation  propose  “ to 
open  various  avenues  for  the  pas- 
sage of  cattle  to  and  from  the 
Market,  and  to  enlarge  the  more 
confined  of  those  now  existing.” 

4.  The  Corporation  propose  “ to 
construct  lairs  within  the  Market 
for  the  temporary  reception  of  the 
cattle  ; and  to  erect  water-taps  and 
troughs  for  their  use.” 

5.  The  Corporation  propose  “ to 
construct  the  Market  upon  an  in- 
clined plane  ; to  provide  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  water,  so  that  the 
refuse  may  be  readily  and  effec- 
tively washed  into  deep  sewerage,” 
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unconnected  with  house-drains ; in 
fact,  “ to  divert  the  entire  sewer- 
age of  the  abattoirs  and  market- 
place from  the  public  sewers  of 
the  locality  and  from  the  Thames,” 
to  pass  through  the  intercepting 
sewers  into  the  Essex  marshes. 

6th.  The  passing  of  the  cattle 
through  the  public  thoroughfares 
of  the  city. 

6.  Supposing  the  Market  re- 
moved to  the  outskirts  of  London, 
this  evil  would  rather  be  increased 
than  diminished,  especially  in  some 
directions,  since  cattle  arriving  at 
some  points  of  London  would  have 
to  traverse  the  entire  metropolis — 
and  perhaps  to  return — whereas 
now  they  stop  in  the  centre.  But 
this  objection  is  met  also  by  the 
proposal  of  the  Corporation  to 
close  the  Market  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  until  seven  or  eight  in 
the  evening,  that  is,  during  the 
hours  of  business  traffic. 

7th.  The  existence  of  Newgate, 

7.  The  Corporation  propose  “ to 

as  a dead-meat  Market,  with  its  erect  an  extensive  meat-market, 


slaughter-houses. 

with  a frontage  in  Victoria-street, 
and  to  remove  the  business  of 
Newgate  Market  to  that  locality  ; 
also  to  construct  extensive  public 
abattoirs  adjoining  the  Market, 
and  under  the  inspection  of  the 
police  thus  effecting  the  aboli- 

tion of  some  thirty  slaughter- 
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8th.  The  desecration  of  the 
Sabbath,  by  the  bringing  in  and 
driving  cattle  on  that  day. 

9th.  The  insalubrity  of  the 
market. 


houses  near  Newgate-market,  in 
addition  to  those  to  which  I have 
before  referred. 

8.  To  obviate  this  objection 
the  Corporation  propose  “ to 
obtain  powers  to  alter  the  days 
and  hours  of  the  Market.” 

9.  On  this  subject  the  Com- 
missioners themselves  report  that 
the  evidence  of  1847,  1849,  and 
1850,  does  not  “ lead  us  to  think 
that  the  appropriation  of  the  area 
of  Smithfield  to  the  uses  of  a 
Market  for  live  stock  on  two  days 
of  the  week  is  productive  of  insa- 
lubrity to  the  neighbourhood  to 
any  appreciable  extent and 
indeed,  Dr.  Burrows,  of  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  says — 
“ I should  say  that,  taking  one 
day  with  another,  the  area  of 
Smithfield  is  one  of  the  purest 
sites  in  the  centre  of  London.” 
And  the  Select  Committee  of 
1849,  expressly  “ Resolved, — That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  there  has  been  great  benefit 
to  the  health  of  the  neighbouring 
inhabitants  from  the  presence  of 
a large  open  space  such  as  Smith- 
field,  in  the  midst  of  a densely- 
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populated  district.”  The  Corpo- 
ration propose  to  augment  these 
advantages  arising  from  the  open 
space  by  very  nearly  trebling  its 
extent  when  the  improvements 
are  effected. 


Thus,  then,  nine,  and  those  the  chief  objections  to  the 
continuance  of  Smithfield  Market,  are  proposed  at  once 
to  be  removed.  A Committee  of  Parliament  having  on 
these  objections  founded  their  report  against  Smithfield, 
and  these  being  satisfactorily  remedied,  on  what  prin- 
ciple are  we  recklessly  and  unnecessarily  to  interfere 
with  interests  amounting  to  some  £8,000,000  annually? 
This  consideration,  however,  is  not  so  much  within  the 
scope  of  my  present  purpose,  and,  indeed,  is  trivial  in 
comparison  to  others,  and  I therefore  turn  to  the  sanitary 
and  moral  bearings  which  the  proposals  of  the  Corpora- 
tion will  have  on  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  the 
City,  and  the  whole  metropolis. 

First.  In  the  clearance  which  will  be  made  for  the 
purposes  of  the  New  Market,  the  causes  of  disease  and 
immorality  will  disappear  from  the  locality.  The  City 
of  London  is  confessedly  the  healthiest  district  in  the 
metropolis ; yet  in  this  particular  part  it  is  rife  with 
disease,  and  the  deaths  which  here  take  place  among 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  is  one  of  the  most 
melancholy  phases  among  the  vital  statistics  of  our 
country.  To  prove  this,  I might,  indeed,  quote  from 
special  returns,  obtained  through  the  kind  attention  of 
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the  Registrar-General,  and  showing  the  number  of 
deaths  in  the  locality,  in  a given  time,  from  zymotic 
diseases  ; and  especially  as  to  the  awfully  dispropor- 
tionate mortality  among  children  under  five  years  of  age. 
These,  however,  would  not  show  a tithe  of  the  mischief. 
It  is  fully  ascertained  that  the  deaths  from  tuber- 
cular diseases,  and  from  those  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
constitute  one-fourth  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes  in 
the  metropolis.  I need  not  urge  that  phthisis  and  pneu- 
monia are  caused  by  the  foul  conditions  I have  described  ; 
but  this  I do  aver,  that  no  one  in  whom  the  seeds  of 
these  maladies  exist  can  live  under  such  conditions,  but 
at  the  peril  of  aggravated  disease  and  shortened  life. 
If,  then,  we  add  to  this  acknowledged  mortality,  the 
average  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  we  arrive  at  the 
fearful  conviction  that  one-third  of  all  the  deaths  in 
London  are  either  caused  or  accelerated  by  the  unwhole- 
some condition  in  which  a large  class  of  the  people  exist. 
Dare  we  then  needlessly  reject  a plan  which  will  neces- 
sarily ameliorate  conditions  so  dreadful  ? 

It  may  be  true  that  the  mortality  of  London  at  the 
present  time  is  low  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  last 
few  years.  But  might  it  not  be  less ; and  above  all, 
might  not  the  amount  of  sickness  be  reduced  ; and  ought 
it  not  to  be  the  care  of  a paternal  government  that  a 
people  should  not  only  be  free  from  excessive  mortality, 
but  that,  while  they  lived,  they  should  seem  to  live,  and 
not  present  that  squalid,  etiolated  appearance  that  speaks 
of  the  dark  and  dismal  abodes  in  which  they  vegetate  ? 
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Much  towards  so  great  a boon  would  be  secured  under 
the  proposal  of  the  Corporation  as  regards  Smithfield 
and  its  neighbourhood;  for  it  must  be  remembered 
that  it  is  not  merely  the  conditions  to  which  the 
children  themselves  are  immediately  subjected,  but  that 
they  are  the  offspring  of  parents  exposed  to  the  same  mala- 
rious influences,  and  occupied  in  labours  detrimental  to 
physical  development ; and  not  only  so,  but  the  vicious 
lives  of  a great  majority  of  the  parents  entail  their  sins 
upon  their  children ; and  even  where  life  is  spared,  it 
operates  rather  as  a curse  upon  society,  handing  down  a 
most  dreadful  malady  to  succeeding  generations,  or 
infesting  society  'with  a race  of  idiots,  for  the  hand 
of  charity  to  shelter  and  to  support,  or  the  finger  of 
derision  to  make  more  manifest.  On  this  subject  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Simon,  the  Health  Officer  of  the 
City,  is  very  important,  and  worthy  of  anxious  con- 
sideration. He  says  : — “ Such  local  conditions  are 
utterly  incompatible  with  health.  Among  their  dense 
population,  it  is  rare  to  see  any  other  appearance  than 
that  of  squalid  sickness  and  misery ; and  the  children, 
who  are  reproduced  with  the  fertility  of  a rabbit 
warren,  perish  in  early  infancy.  In  the  worst  localities, 
probably  not  more  than  half  the  children  born  survive 
their  fifth  year;  and  of  the  3,799  deaths  registered  last 
year  (1849)  in  the  City  of  London,  1,410  were  at  or 
under  seven  years  of  age.  The  diseases  of  these  localities 
are  well  marked.  Scrofula,  more  or  less,  completely 
blights  all  that  are  born,  often  extinguishing  life  pre- 
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maturely  ; in  childhood,  by  hydrocephalus ; in  youth, 
by  pulmonary  and  renal  affections,  usually  termed  con- 
sumption and  dropsy ; often  scarring  and  maiming 
where  it  does  not  kill ; and  rendering  life  miserable 
by  blindness,  decrepitude,  or  deformity ; often  prolong- 
ing itself  as  an  hereditary  curse,  in  the  misbegotten 
offspring  of  those  who,  under  such  unnatural  conditions, 
attain  to  maturity  and  procreation.  Typhus  prevails 
there,  too;  not  as  an  occasional  visitor,  but  as  an  habitual 
■pestilence The  propagation  of  disease  from  parent  to 
child  is  a point,  indeed,  which  our  sanitary  reformers 
have  somewhat  overlooked.  Intent  on  determining  the 
immediate  loss  of  life  from  these  unhealthy  conditions, 
they  have  omitted  to  consider  the  prospective  diseases 
of  succeeding  generations,  which  equally  and  inevitably 
must  flow  from  the  miserable  state  in  which  so  large  a 
portion  of  our  population  live.  As  in  the  old  Greek 
plays,  we  see  an  inevitable  Destiny  impelling  each  suc- 
cessive generation  towards  its  appointed  fate,  so  among 
these  hapless  victims  of  our  large  towns,  we  behold  the 
seeds  of  disease  commencing  with  life  itself,  and  fixing 
on  the  frame  with  a tenacity  which  no  efforts  can  shake 
off,  nor  any  exertions  adequately  subdue.  Unfortunate 
indeed  is  the  country  that  sees  its  poorer  children 
doomed  to  such  a fate,  not  by  the  rigour  of  a pitiless 
and  ungenial  climate,  not  by  the  fault  of  a niggard  and 
barren  nature,  but  by  the  folly  of  its  own  deeds  and 
the  carelessness  and  cruelty  of  its  richer  sons.* 

* Instances  of  the  propagation  of  disease  from  parent  to  offspring 
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If  such  be  the  physical  condition,  what  shall  be  said 
of  the  moral  status  of  such  a class  ? Let  the  reader  bear 
in  mind  that  this  does  not  relate  to  some  tens  or 
hundreds  of  people,  but  to  a mass  of  population  to  be 

are  by  no  means  uncommon.  A tradesman,  living  in  a close  and 
confined  part  of  London,  gave  birth  to  a son,  who,  leaving  a family, 
died  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain,  dependent  upon  the  deposit 
of  tuberculous  matter.  Two  of  his  children  died  at  an  early  age  of 
phthisis  pulmonalis.  The  next  generation  being  still  unhealthy,  were 
removed  to  another  climate.  I lately  saw  two  children,  between  the 
ages  of  nine  and  twelve,  in  whom  the  soft  palate  had  been  destroyed 
bv  previous  phagedenic  ulceration.  Such  an  eschar  is  commonly  seen 
in  those  who  have  had  communicated  to  them  some  syphilitic  taint ; 
and  is  scarcely  explicable  upon  any  other  known  ground.  The  parents 
lived  in  a close  and  narrow  court,  where  many,  of  both  sexes  and  of 
the  lowest  character,  were  assembled  together.  A workman  married 
a healthy  woman  at  sixteen,  and  communicated  to  her  venereal  disease. 
She  separated  from  him,  and  subsequently  gave  birth  to  a child,  who 
was  marked  with  scaly  eruption,  and  ulceration  about  the  mouth  and 
nose : she  returned  to  her  husband,  who  endeavoured  to  treat  her  by 
the  administration  of  mercury,  employed  in  large  doses.  The  child 
died  early  ; the  mother  suffered  from  the  most  severe  attacks  of  rupia 
syphilita,  under  which  she  eventually  died  in  a public  hospital. 

I am  informed  by  an  officer  of  a public  jail,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
rare  to  witness  cases  of  secondary  syphilis  in  the  infants  brought  into 
prison,  by  women  living  irregular  lives,  and  procuring  their  daily 
bread  by  prostitution.  These  attacks  on  the  infants,  rarely  effectually 
cured,  owing  to  the  inattention  of  the  parents,  recur  again  and  again, 
producing  emaciation  and  often  death.  The  race  proceeding  from  the 
close  and  confined  districts,  and  which  supply  a large  number  of 
thieves,  in  the  metropolis,  is  short  and  stunted  in  growth  ; the  intellec- 
tual faculties  of  low  order ; physically  weak,  such  persons  are  prone 
to  crime,  with  a pertinacity  which  can  be  explained  only  by  imperfect^ 
development  of  the  mind. 

I need  not  refer  to  cretinism  ; its  well-known  hereditary  tendency 
is  a subject  long  dwelt  upon  by  those  who  have  visited  the  valleys  of 
Switzerland.  It  is  affirmed  that  it  exists  to  a great  extent  in  this 
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numbered  by  tens  of  thousands,  and  those  educated  in 
idleness,  in  filth,  in  crime,  in  all  indecencies;  man 
educated  into  a fiend ; woman  sunk  into  a pattern 
of  licentiousness ; and  a physically  degenerate  race 
of  children,  the  embodiment  of  every  infamy.  At 
one  sweep , the  City  would  root  out  this  nest , utterly 
upheave  this  mass  of  pollution,  and  scatter  it  in  atoms 
to  the  winds,  while  at  the  same  time  great  improve- 
ments would  be  otherwise  effected. 

But  it  may  be  said,  “ You  cannot  by  such  means 
change  man’s  nature.  The  thief  will  still  thieve ; the  un- 
clean will  be  unclean  still,  and  will  seek  out  other  haunts 
and  other  hiding-places.”  What  then  ? Shall  we  do 
nothing  ? Nay,  shall  we  offer  inducements — make  con- 
veniences for  thieving  and  prostitution,  and  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  remediable  woes  and  miseries  of  our  species  ? 
This  supine  excuse  on  the  part  of  some  political 
economists  may  well  suit  their  guilty  inertia  ; but 
an  enlightened  Legislature,  made  fully  sensible  of 
the  evil,  will  rase  it  to  the  ground  — especially 
since  it  can  be  done,  not  only  without  sacrificing, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  protecting  ancient  and  valuable 
trading  interests.  This,  then,  would  be  one  advan- 
tage secured,  should  Parliament  invest  the  Cor- 


country ; nay,  even  in  this  metropolis,  where  similar  causes  are  at 
work  ; namely,  intermarriage  among  those  whose  frames  are  weak- 
ened by  early  intemperance,  and  by  breathing  an  impure  and  stagnant 
atmosphere.  Closely  allied  to  this  condition  is  insanity  and  its 
attendant  evils. 
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poration  of  London  with  the  powers  they  seek  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a New  Central  Cattle  Market  on  the 
site  indicated. 

A<min,  constituted  bodies  of  men,  no  less  than  indi- 
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viduals,  are  sometimes  slow  to  move,  until  a spirit  of 
emulation  is  aroused,  and  their  pride  appealed  to. 
Argument  is  not  here  needed ; the  experience  of  every 
day  confirms  the  assertion ; and  even  in  this  respect  the 
improvements  which  the  City  propose  should  be  thank- 
fully accepted,  even  were  they  of  much  less  magnitude 
than  they  really  are.  Baths,  and  washhouses,  and  model 
lodging-houses,  are,  it  is  true,  scattered  here  and  there 
about  the  metropolis  ; but  when  the  midst  of  the 
thickly-populated  City  of  London,  once  the  scene  of 
bloody  martyrdoms,  and,  later  still,  a most  objectionable 
Cattle-market,  shall  bear  evidence  to  the  world  that  a 
wealthy  Corporation  has  some  care  for  the  cleanliness 
and  comfort  of  its  poorer  population,  and  devotes  that 
large  space  to  the  promotion  of  sanitary  and  hygienic 
conditions,  it  is  no  flight  of  fancy  to  imagine  that  many 
other,  if  not  all,  cities  and  corporate  bodies  will  see  and 
acknowledge,  and  “ go  and  do  likewise.” 

With  respect  to  the  model  lodging-houses  which  the 
Corporation  propose  to  rear  on  the  site  of  Smithfield, 
1 need  hardly  go  into  the  question,  or  enforce  then- 
palpable  benefit.  It  has  already  been  given  in  evidence 
that  Smithfield,  per  se , is  not  only  not  unhealthy,  but, 
for  London,  salubrious.  If,  then,  we  add  to  it  a 
pile  of  dwellings  calculated  to  contain  six  hundred 
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families,  and  constructed  on  principles  which  have 
already  been  found  conservatory  of  life  and  health, 
a great  good  will  be  secured  in  the  very  heart  of 
London,  which  will  be  hailed  by  all  Christian  men 
and  philanthropists  as  the  harbinger  of  a people’s 
redemption  from  unnecessary  evils.  I have  now 
before  me  an  account  of  a similar  establishment, 
which  has  been  in  occupation  for  three  or  four  years 
— that  in  Old  St.  Pancras-road  ; and  it  appears  that, 
in  one  year,  from  1848  to  1849,  173  tenants  occu- 
pied 110  sets  of  rooms,  paying  a rent  of  £1,390  Is.  3c/., 
on  an  outlay  of  £13,252.  Besides  fathers  and  mothers, 
there  were  351  children  on  the  premises,  29  of  whom 
had  been  born  there.  There  were  only  nine  deaths 
during  the  year,  eight  of  which  were  those  of  children ; 
showing  a wonderfully  comparative  healthful  ness  of 
locality  over  other  neighbourhoods  equally  crowded.  It 
is  also  a remarkable  but  a patent  fact  that,  during  the 
recent  visitation  of  cholera,  not  one  case  occurred  in  this 
or  any  of  the  other  model  lodging-houses  in  or  near 
London.  This,  then,  is  another  benefit  which  the  Cor- 
poration ask  leave  to  introduce  into  the  heart  of  the 
City,  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  creation  of  a New 
Cattle  Market,  against  which  no  material  objections 
exist. 

There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  the  inclosure  of 
the  Market  besides  safety,  which  is  a most  material 
improvement,  and  merits  attention.  Let  any  one  pay 
a visit  to , Smithfield,  as  it  now  is  on  market-days, 
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and  watch  the  movements  of  a crowd  of  little 
urchins,  armed  with  weapons  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
switch  to  the  club.  Mondays  and  Fridays  are  to  them 
high-davs  and  holidays.  Not  more  regular  in  their 
attendance  at  market  are  the  butchers  or  the  salesmen 
than  are  these  cliildren.  They  may  be  seen — sometimes 
gregarious,  sometimes  solitary — pursuing  their  vicious 
calling — making  thrusts  at  the  sheep  in  their  pens,  or 
knocking  on  the  head  their  tied- up  victims.  Any  one 
may  see,  who  is  so  disposed,  this  vile  practice,  to  an 
extent  which,  multiplied  by  the  market-days  in  the 
year,  and  by  the  number  of  beasts  in  the  pens,  makes 
up  an  amount  of  unnecessary  cruelty  from  which  the 
benevolent  mind  turns  with  loathing.  But  the  inhu- 
manity to  the  beasts  is  not  here  by  any  means  the 
great  grievance.  For  what  are  these  infants  educating? 
Is  it  from  such  as  these,  when  grown  up,  we  are  to 
look  for  the  results  of  kindliness  ? Are  these  among 
the  materials  from  which  the  moralist  would  mould 
the  man,  and  endow  with  Christian  graces  ? Or,  rather, 
well  practised  in  cruelty,  and  inured  to  hardship  almost 
from  their  birth,  is  it  not  from  these  that  a nation 
derives  alike  its  petty  pilferers,  its  burglars,  and  fero- 
cious felons?  It  was  here — in  Smithfield  — that  the 
child  received  the  first  lesson  in  cruelty,  and  from 
whence  society  reaps  the  effects  of  what  to  some  may 
appear  the  frolics  or  thoughtlessness  of  childhood,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  bursts  forth  in  manhood  a very 
torrent  of  brutality.  But  in  Smithfield  Market,  enclosed 
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with  a wall  and  shut  out  from  all  thoroughfares,  as  it  is 
proposed  to  he,  there  will  he  an  effectual  barrier  to  this 
practice,  and  both  religion  and  humanity  must  rejoice 
in  the  prospect. 

Another  sanitary  advantage  must  he  briefly  noticed. 
At  present,  Smithfield  consists  of  a space  occupying 
6 acres  15  poles ; and  this  open  space  is  pronounced  to 
he  highly  beneficial  to  health.  What,  then,  if  baths  and 
model  lodging-houses,  and  fountains,  and  a head  of  water 
be  here  erected;  and  another  space,  measuring  nearly 
double  the  former  site,  be  cleared  of  filth  and  pollution, 
and  left  open  to  the  public  ? By  as  much  as  old  Smith- 
field  was  salubrious,  by  so  much  the  more  will  the  new 
neighbourhood  be  advantaged.  Let  us  beware,  then, 
how,  for  the  sake  of  a little  polemical  wrangling,  we 
throw  away  the  golden  opportunity  of  preserving  to  the 
midst  of  London  so  open  a space— occupied,  be  it  borne 
in  mind,  by  cattle  only  on  two  nights  in  the  week. 
The  opportunity  is  never  likely  to  recur— a point  most 
earnestly  to  be  urged  upon  the  Legislature.  Now  is 
the  time— use  it  well— or  ’tis  gone  for  ever. 

Again : The  plan  of  the  Corporation  includes  the  de- 
molition of  Newgate  Market,  and  its  reeking  slaughter- 
houses. A well-regulated  dead-meat  market,  to  be 
erected  in  New  Victoria-street,  with  adjoining  abattoirs, 
will  supply  its  place,  and  concentrate  in  a focus,  under  a 
wealthy  Corporation,  and  the  inspection  of  proper  and 
well-remunerated  officers,  all  the  meat  supply  of  this 
large  metropolis — a pledge  that  the  utmost  decency  and 
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cleanliness  will  be  maintained,  and  the  quality  of  a 
people’s  food  such  as  nothing  but  rigorous  inspection  can 
secure.  On  whom,  with  more  propriety,  and  with  more 
confidence,  than  on  the  Corporation  of  London,  could  the 
Legislature  rely  for  effecting  improvements  so  extensive, 
and  advantages  so  great,  as  are  proposed  ? The  comfort, 
the  health,  and  the  morality  of  two  millions  and  a half  of 
people  plead  to  them ; and  if  these  are  considerations 
which  weigh  with  a Christian  Legislature,  they  will  not 
in  vain  be  asked  that  the  Corporation  of  London  should 
be  permitted  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

It  is  proper  to  inquire  whether  there  be  any  valid 
objection  to  a Cattle  Market  in  a central  situation.  Is 
centrality  of  situation  an  evil  ? Does  it  necessarily  in- 
volve conditions  that  make  it  a greater  inconvenience 
than  a Cattle  Market  situated  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
metropolis  ? 

The  chief  objection  that  has  been  directed  against  a 
central  Cattle  Market  is  the  necessity  which  it  involves 
of  driving  cattle  through  the  streets  of  the  metropolis, 
both  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  market.  This 
objection  applies  more  or  less  to  every  Cattle  Market 
that  may  be  established  in  or  near  London.  Consistently 
with  reserving  to  the  butchers  their  private  right  of 
killing  their  own  cattle  in  their  own  slaughter-houses,  as 
they  may  want  them,  and  of  interfering  as  little  as 
possible  with  the  ordinary  usages  of  trade,  the  con- 
templated plan  embraces  such  a system  of  limitations 
with  respect  to  the  time  for  the  reception  and  re- 
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moval  of  cattle,  as  will  effectually,  it  is  hoped,  secure 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  public.  If  the  Cattle 
Market  were  removed  to  Islington,  to  Holloway,  or 
elsewhere,  North  of  London,  all  the  cattle  from  the 
Southern  Counties  must  be  driven  by  the  shortest  route 
over  Blackfriars’  Bridge,  directly  through  the  centre  of 
the  Metropolis,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other ; and  as 
the  site  of  the  market  in  this  case  would  be  in  the 
extreme  North  of  London,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  cattle 
would  be  driven  again  through  the  streets  in  con- 
tinuous herds  southward,  to  the  slaughter-houses  of  the 
different  butchers  by  whom  they  had  been  purchased. 
By  means  of  a Central  Market,  these  herds  of  cattle 
will  be  divided ; and  while  one  portion  travels  to  the 
southern,  another  portion  will  move  to  the  northern 
suburbs.  It  is  very  obvious,  that  as  far  as  regards  the 
Metropolis  at  large,  a Central  Cattle  Market  tends  to 
diminish  this  nuisance. 

Another  advantage  of  a Central  Cattle  Market  will 
be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  large  numbers  of 
foreign  cattle  are  weekly  landed  at  the  docks,  and  that 
those  are  driven  a short  distance  through  the  streets 
to  Smithfield.  If  the  cattle  markets  be  removed,  the 
farther  these  cattle  must  be  driven,  which  will  not  only 
increase  the  inconvenience  to  the  public,  but  augment 
the  sufferings  of  the  exhausted  animals  themselves.  \N  ith 
respect,  therefore,  to  the  admitted  evil  of  driving  cattle 
through  the  public  thoroughfares,  any  unprejudiced  mind 
must  perceive  that  a Central  Market  tends  to  counteract 
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it ; -while  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  disciplinary 
arrangements  which  the  Corporation  propose  to  esta- 
blish, will  yet  in  a much  greater  degree  diminish  the 
annoyance. 

These  considerations  are  sufficient  to  show  that  those 
evils  which  are  necessarily  attendant  on  a Cattle  Market, 
and  others  that  have  been  complained  of  in  the  case  of 
Smithfield,  will  be  as  much  as  possible  abated  by  the 
new  plan ; and  that  the  centrality  of  the  new  market, 
far  from  being  a disadvantage,  is,  in  reality,  an  accom- 
modation. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  that  the  real  source  of  all 
the  annoyances  occasioned  by  cattle  driving  through 
public  thoroughfares  consists,  not  in  the  position  of  the 
market,  but  in  the  hours  of  the  market ; and  that  the 
real  authors  of  all  the  mischief  are  not  the  Corporation, 
but  the  Parliament.  An  Act  of  that  body  (21  Geo.  III., 
cap.  6 7,)  absurdly  entitled,  “ An  Act  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chiefs that  arise  from  driving  cattle  within  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster  and  liberties  thereof,  and  Bills 
of  Mortality,”  contains  a clause  (V.)  which  entirely  pre- 
vents the  magistracy  from  applying  the  only  remedy 
which  would  be  effective,  viz.,  suspending  the  traffic 
during  the  business  hours  of  the  day.  The  clause  is 
as  follows : 

“ Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  empower  the  said  Court  of  Mayor  and  Aider- 
men  to  shorten  or  abridge  the  time  for  keeping  the  said 
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market  open;  but  that  the  same  shall  be  kept  open 
from  the  horn’  of  twelve  of  the  clock  at  night  till  the 
hour  ol  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
several  market  days,  and  at  no  other  hours,  unless  the 
said  Court  ol  Mayor  and  Aldermen  shall  judge  it  proper 
to  enlarge  the  time  for  keeping  it  open.” 

The  Bill  of  the  Corporation  strikes  at  the  root  of  this 
mischief,  by  empowering  the  magistrates  to  close  the 
market  at  any  hour  they  shall  see  fit ; while  the  Corpo- 
ration and  trade  have  agreed,  as  before  stated,  that  the 
market  shall  be  closed  between  the  hours  of  9 a.  m.  and 
8 p.  m., — in  fact,  during  the  whole  day. 

There  are,  however,  other  points  of  view  from  which 
the  Corporation’s  plan  must  be  regarded. 

The  sanitary  and  moral  evils  that  will  be  swept  away 
by  adopting  them  scheme,  and  its  sufficiency  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  a Cattle  Market,  have  been  set  forth 
at  some  length ; but  it  would  be  unjust  towards  that  body 
to  rest  the  arguments  in  favour  of  them  proposal  on  these 
grounds  alone.  We  must  not  forget  that  Smitlifield  is 
situated  in  the  centre  of  a poor,  badly-housed,  and  unclean 
community.  The  neighbourhood  of  Cloth  Fair  is  a relic 
of  old  London,  and  remains  as  it  was  before  the  Great 
Fire.  It  is  approached  from  Long  Lane,  under  a low 
archway,  and  by  a very  narrow  lane  from  Smitlifield. 
The  houses,  streets,  and  courts  permit  only  one  vehicle 
to  pass  at  a time ; and  in  some  places  hardly  afford  to 
passengers  the  accommodation  of  a footpath.  The  houses 
are  small,  close,  and  unwholesome,  with  low,  gloomy 
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doorways  and  passages,  dark  corners,  and  precipitous 
staircases.  The  upper  floors  overhang  the  lower,  as  is 
customary  in  old  English  houses,  and  the  rooms  are 
small — mere  cupboards,  dark  and  ill-ventilated.  The 
inhabitants,  therefore,  have  none  of  the  accommodations 
necessary  to  the  promotion  of  cleanly  habits,  and  the 
conservation  of  health. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Old  Bailey  is  equally 
obnoxious  to  health  and  morals.  Some  of  the  houses  in 
the  courts  leading  out  of  this  thoroughfare  have  also 
survived  the  Great  Fire.  They  are  mere  ruins,  threat- 
ening to  crumble  to  pieces ; and  being  in  most  instances 
built  back  to  back,  the  inhabitants  are  deprived  of  the 
convenience  of  a back-yard  for  washing  and  drying 
clothes  and  other  household  purposes.  The  court  in  front 
is  generally  a mere  alley,  and  too  small  to  serve  any 
domestic  purpose.  The  City  Authorities  have  very 
much  improved  the  sewage  of  this  locality  since  the  last 
visitation  of  cholera;  but  the  overbuilding  of  this  site 
has  induced  evils  of  another  kind  almost  insurmountable. 
The  people  whose  poverty  condemns  them  to  reside 
here,  are  compelled  to  wash  their  linen  in  the  rooms 
where  they  live,  feed,  and  sleep ; and  on  washing  days, 
the  steam  fills  the  apartment,  and  wraps  the  further  end 
in  impenetrable  obscurity.  The  dampness  of  the  atmo- 
sphere thus  produced  is  highly  pernicious  to  health,  while 
the  disorder  and  discomfort  of  the  house  drives  the 
husband  to  the  beer-shop,  and  the  children  to  the  streets, 
to  learn  habits  that  unfit  them  for  steady  employ- 
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ment,  and  qualify  them  for  becoming  vagrants  and 
thieves.  Hence  the  common  and  undeniable  reproach 
that  the  London -bred  boy  has  no  industry  but  for  theft, 
and  the  girl  no  way  of  living  but  by  prostitution. 

The  whole  district  lying  between  the  Old  Bailey  and 
Farringdon-street  is  of  the  same  character.  Seacoal-lane, 
Bear-alley,  Brasier’s-buildings,  &c.,  are  among  the  most 
squalid  and  unhealthy  localities  of  the  metropolis.  On 
the  other  side  of  Farringdon-street,  we  have  Black 
Horse-alley,  Poppin’s-court,  and  Plumtree-court ; and 
across  Holborn,  Field-lane,  and  the  adjacent  streets,  are 
traditionally  famous  in  the  history  of  crime. 

The  City  of  London  propose,  by  means  of  their  new 
plan,  to  ameliorate  these  urgent  evils.  In  a compre- 
hensive, liberal,  and  humane  spirit,  they  desire,  while 
promoting  the  interests  of  trade,  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  humanity — to  exhibit  an  enlightened  regard  for  the 
moral  interests  of  the  poor  whom  Providence  has  placed 
within  their  jurisdiction,  and  to  lead  the  way  as  eminently 
in  benevolent,  as  they  have  hitherto  done  in  commercial 
enterprises.  They  seek  thus  to  justify  that  precedence 
among  the  corporate  institutions  of  this  country  which 
them  industry,  intelligence,  and  public  spirit  have  already 
won.  They  identify  themselves  with  their  era,  and  ask 
only  for  the  privilege  to  blend  humanity  with  justice ; 
and  while  they  perform  them  duty  to  the  indigent  and 
helpless,  to  exercise  also  the  further  duty  which,  as  a 
Corporation,  especially  devolves  on  them  of  protecting 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  community  they  govern. 
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On  the  site  of  Smithfield  it  is  intended  to  erect  public 
baths,  wash-houses,  and  lodging-houses  for  those  who 
will  necessarily  be  displaced  by  these  improvements. 
The  advantages  of  such  establishments  are  obvious : 
again  to  allude  to  them, — they  foster  order,  cleanli- 
ness, cheapness  of  living,  temperance,  domestic  comfort, 
purity  of  morals,  sobriety  of  manner  and  of  habit,  self- 
rc  'ict,  and  industry.  Occupants  of  the  new  lodging- 
houses  soon  become  distinguished  for  good  conduct,  and 
communicate  a healthful  tone  of  moral  discipline  and 
love  of  domestic  order  among  the  lower  orders  of  the 
entire  district.  Xone  but  the  most  abject  and  degraded 
will  be  content  to  live  in  the  filthy  dens  of  Bear’s-alley 
and  Dean’s-court,  when  they  have  witnessed  the  comforts 
and  advantages  that  can  be  secured  by  dwelling  in  a 
model  lodging-house.  An  ample  supply  of  water,  with 
light,  well-ventilated  apartments,  gas  distributed  in  suffi- 
cient abundance  to  light  and  even  partially  to  warn  their 
rooms,  baths,  and  reading-rooms — thus  very  much  dimi- 
nishing the  cost  of  fuel — a low  rental,  are  advantages  for 
which  these  poor  people,  in  their  present  abodes  of  filth 
and  misery,  may  sigh  in  vain.  Medical  visitation  and 
inspection  by  the  officer  of  health  and  other  sanitary 
officials  will  be  instituted,  so  that  these  establishments 
will  be  a model,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  for  land- 
lords to  follow.  It  would  be  impossible,  under  the  com- 
petition they  will  call  forth,  for  the  old  lodging-houses 
to  maintain  the  high  rentals  which  now  make  the  owner- 
ship of  a dilapidated  lodging-house  a most  profitable 
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investment.  Improvements  must  necessarily  be  made  in 
the  internal  arrangements  of  these  abodes,  to  enable 
them  to  compete  on  profitable  terms  with  lodging- 
houses  built  on  the  new  system.  Thus,  many  advan- 
tages, indirect  as  well  as  direct,  would  ensue  from  the 
adoption  of  the  new  plan. 

The  benefits  which  public  baths  and  wash-houses  have 
afforded  to  the  neighbourhood  amid  which  they  have 
been  placed  are  already  well  known  and  appreciated ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  there  is  no  district  in 
London  where  an  establishment  of  this  kind  is  more 
urgently  needed,  or  would  confer  greater  blessings,  than 
that  of  Smithfield  and  its  immediate  vicinage.  I have 
already  shown  that  there  is  an  absolute  want  of  accom- 
modation for  personal  and  domestic  cleanliness  in  all  the 
smaller  courts  and  alleys  of  this  densely-peopled  locality ; 
and  every  pedestrian  must  be  convinced  of  this  fact  if  he 
only  call  to  mind  the  practice  of  hanging  linen  to  dry  on 
poles  stuck  out  of  the  windows,  and  on  lines  stretching 
across  from  house  to  house — a practice  which  he  must, 
many  times,  have  'witnessed,  as  he  cast  a hasty  glance  up 
one  of  these  dismal  and  foetid  avenues.  It  is  much  to  be 
desired  that  the  improvements  contemplated  by  the  City, 
in  this  respect,  be  carried  out,  and  that  no  precon- 
ceived notions  or  the  politics  of  party  will  interfere 
to  prevent  the  realization  of  the  numerous  blessings 
which  the  design  of  the  Corporation  is  qualified  to  afford. 
These  may  not  accord  in  every  respect  with  the  pre- 
judices or  the  expectations  of  individuals ; but  it  may 
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be  boldly  asserted,  that,  in  its  totality,  no  plan  with 
respect  to  the  point  at  issue  has  ever  been  offered,  which 
is  so  grand  and  comprehensive  in  its  design,  or  presents 
so  manv  important  and  unquestionable  advantages.  It 
may  be  asked  what  guarantee  has  the  public  that  the 
promises  held  forth  by  the  Corporation  in  lespect  to  this 
scheme  will  be  redeemed  ? I reply,  that  the  Bills  are 
before  Parliament,  and  can  be  passed  during  the  present 
Session.  The  character  of  the  Corporation  for  activity 
and  ability,  as  it  regards  street  improvements,  requires  no 
remark  from  me ; the  improvements  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London  Bridge,  and  the  Royal  Exchange,  speak 
for  themselves.  Again,  as  it  regards  the  capabilities  of 
their  architect,  the  plan  before  the  public  would  be  suffi- 
cient, even  if  the  New  Coal  Exchange,  and  the  elegant 
structure  arising  at  Billingsgate,  had  not  already  esta- 
blished the  reputation  of  Mr.  Bimning. 

In  conclusion,  I would  recapitulate  the  various  benefits 
which  the  Corporation  propose  to  confer  upon  the  City 
and  the  Metropolis  at  large  by  their  plan.  They  desire, 
in  the  first  place,  to  more  than  double  the  present  site 
of  Smithfield,  and  to  give  to  one  of  the  most  populous 
districts  of  the  Metropolis  the  advantages  of  a wide  and 
free  area  for  ventilation.  Public  lodging-houses,  baths, 
and  wash-houses  will  be  erected,  and  the  sanitary  wants 
of  the  district  provided  for  in  the  most  efficient  and 
scientific  manner.  They  desire,  also,  to  exterminate 
incalculable  evils  arising  from  the  practice  of  loathsome 
and  poisonous  trades  now  carried  on  over  a space  of 
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fifteen  acres,  and  which,  in  consequence,  lias  become  the 
very  focus  of  fetor  and  malaria,  depravity  and  crime. 
Courtyards  flowing  with  blood  and  putridity;  sheds,  in 
ruins,  black  with  the  slimy  deposits  of  many  years,  and 
the  laboratories  of  pestilence  for  two  millions  and  a half 
of  human  beings ; hives  of  unblessed  industry ; the 
schools  of  petty  theft  and  prostitution ; and  the 
secret  dens  where  the  malefactor  flies  from  the  arm 
of  the  law  and  laughs  at  justice  ; — they  desire  that 
all  this  physical  and  moral  foulness  shall  be  for  ever 
swept  away,  and  upon  its  site  public  establishments 
erected  which  shall  be  worthy  both  of  the  object  and 
of  the  capital  of  the  empire ; and  surely  it  behoves  the 
inhabitants  of  this  great  Metropolis,  and  the  Government 
which  presides  over  the  destinies  of  an  enlightened 
people,  to  give  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion their  united  and  cordial  support. 


London  : Printed  by  William  Tyler,  Bolt-court. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The  foregoing  pages  had  passed  the  Press,  when  I received 
the  gratifying  intelligence,  that  the  poor  people  of  the  neighbourhood 
selected  for  the  Proposed  Central  Market  are  alive  to  the  miserable 
conditions  to  which  they  are  exposed.  It  is  a matter  of  much  con- 
gratulation that  they  themselves  have  originated  a Petition  to  the 
Legislature,  extensively  signed,  and  praying  that  the  Plan  of  the 
Corporation  should  be  carried  out,  as  their  only  mean  of  escape 
from  the  manifold  evils  by  which  at  present  they  are  surrounded. 
While  I rejoice  in  this  evidence  of  better  feeling,  I am  still  deeply 
sensible  of  the  pernicious  influence  of  dirt  and  dilapidation  on  the 
morals  and  habits  of  the  people,  who,  degraded  by  the  circumstances 
of  their  daily  life,  are  too  often  content  to  dwell  among  such  nuisances 
as  I have  described. 


I Oth  March. 


J.  S.  B. 


explanation  of  the  plates. 


I Proposed  Site  for  the  Enlargement  of  Smith- 
field  Market. 

That  which  is  shaded  represents  premises  occupied 
as  Horse  - knackers,  and  other  Slaughter  - houses, 
Tripe-shops,  Cat-gut,  Cat-skin,  Rabbit-skin,  and 
other  offensive  manufactories,  Marine-stores,  re- 
ceptacles for  stolen  goods,  Rag  and  Bone-shops, 
Bladder-blowers,  haunts  for  thieves,  low  Brothels 
and  Burial-grounds,  surrounded  by  squalor,  filth 
and  wretchedness. 


II.  Plan  showing  the  Site  of  the  Proposed  New 

Cattle  and  Dead  Meat-markets,  and  the 
surrounding  Property. 

The  alterations  are  shown  by  the  strong  black  line. 

III.  Site  of  Proposed  Live  and  Dead  Meat-mar- 

kets, and  Site  of  Smithfield  occupied 
as  Lodging-houses  for  the  Poor,  and 
Batiis  and  Wash-houses., 


